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Hygiea, whom they called Streiiia, or Salus. As guardian of
the chamber of birth, they honoured Carna, or Cardea, who was
supposed to drive away the evil Striges (screech owls) that came
at night to suck the blood of the new-born child. Carna was
further regarded as the protectress of physical health. Another
of these inferior deities, of whom, men sought long life and con-